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CO-OPERATIVES IN CANADA 


SITUATION - 1993 


The 1993 data is based on statistics from 5,150 non-financial co-operatives having nearly 
4.1 million members, revenues of $20.7 billion and assets of over $12.3 billion. Of these, 824 
co-operatives have an agricultural base and represent over 599,000 producers with 

$12.9 billion in revenues. This year, for the first time, we have included in the statistics, data 


from the wholesale co-operatives. 


PRODUCER CO-OPERATIVES 


Co-operatives play a major role in the 
agricultural sector of the Canadian economy, 
mainly in the processing and the marketing of 
grain, dairy, poultry, honey, maple products, 
fruit and vegetables, and livestock. 


Agricultural marketing and 
processing co-operatives are mostly modern 
organizations that can be found in all 
provinces. Altogether, they represent a major 


economic force with a volume of business of 


more than $8.8 billion and assets of 

$3.1 billion, of which $1.2 billion (or 39%) is 
financed by member capital. They also paid 
out $511 million in salaries and wages to 
nearly 18,000 full-time employees in 1993. 
(Table 4) 


Co-operatives have more than 25% 
market share in the following categories; 
grains and oilseeds, dairy, poultry, and honey 
and maple syrup. (Appendix F) 


On the supply side, co-operatives play 
a strong role in the sales of fertilizer, 
chemicals, animal feed, machinery and also 
provide the member/farmer with seeds and 
other inputs needed on the farm, including 
building materials and petroleum based 


products. Their volume of business totalled 
$3.7 billion in 1993. (Table 8) 


According to the Financial Post 500 
for 1993, six out of the ten largest agricultural 
enterprises are co-operatives with combined 
revenues of over $6.3 billion. (Appendix I) 


The fishery co-operatives in the 
Atlantic region continue to struggle for 
survival or have downsized or diversified their 
operations to incorporate innovative methods 
of processing non-traditional fish products. 
Others have continued to supplement revenues 
by utilizing unused space in the plants as 
centres for government sponsored training 
programs for displaced plant workers and 
fishers or have developed other enterprises to 
employ local people. 


On the West coast, Prince Rupert 
Fishermen’s Co-op Association was unable to 
fully regain an acceptable level of liquidity 
despite measures taken in 1993 to increase 
productivity and eliminate loss factors. This 
resulted in the sale of the co-operative’s assets 
on July 31, 1994. One option being considered 
is to continue as a marketing co-op. 

(Tables 10 and 11) 
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Production co-operatives, include farm, 
feeder, grazing, machinery, artificial 
insemination, and handicraft co-operatives. 
The majority of these are located in the West. 
(Table 12 and 13) 

Seed cleaning co-operatives operate 
mainly in Alberta and Saskatchewan. 
Farmers’ markets are becoming popular for 
selling farm produce, particularly in 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Prince Edward 
Island and New Brunswick. 

(For other Producer Co-operatives see 
Appendix B) 


CONSUMER CO-OPERATIVES 


At the local level, consumer 
co-operatives vary in size and sophistication 
from small buying clubs, in which a few 
families pool grocery orders and buy from 
wholesale outlets, to large supermarket 
organizations. At these “conventional stores”, 
sales are made in the usual manner and any 

“ surplus” is returned at year’s end based on 

patronage. In 1993 the sales of this group 
amounted to over $4.1 billion in food 
products, dry goods and home hardware and 
other consumer goods. (Table 6) 


In the West, during 1993, the 

347 member co-operatives of Federated 
Co-operatives Limited had total sales of over 
$2.3 billion which gave them the strongest 
co-op presence of any region in Canada. 
Calgary has the largest consumer co-operative 
in North America, with nearly 40% of the 
local retail market. Sales include food, 
hardware, clothing, home furnishings, 
agricultural supplies, petroleum products and 
building materials. In Atlantic Canada the 
160 member co-operatives of Co-op Atlantic, 
have sales over $637 million. Quebec and 
Ontario consumer co-operatives, are strong 
organizations, with little or no penetration in 


major urban areas. 


A number are operating as “direct 
charge” co-operatives. The concept of direct 
charge system is goods are provided to 
members at cost, with a weekly service fee 
added, equal to the cost of operations. Some 
also may add a surcharge to build share capital 
or loan capital for the co-operative’s 
development. The expression of Direct 
Charge concept varies according to local 
conditions and size of organization. 


A more specialized consumer 
co-operative which has emerged in the past 
ten years is the natural health foods (bulk) 
co-operative. As well as having retail sales, 
some have wholesale sales to other 
co-operatives. The majority of these are in 
Québec and British Columbia. 


Student supply co-operatives have 
gained a strong foothold, mainly in Québec, 
where nearly 100 are active. They provide all 
the various goods students may require, from 
pens and pencils to course text books, 
computers, and in some instances groceries. 
(Appendix A) 


In 1993 the volume of business of 
Service co-operatives rose by 9.3%, the first 
year in the last five of less than double digit 
growth in this sector. (Table 14) 


Since the mid 1970's, housing 
co-operatives in the service sector have 
experienced a significant expansion and by 
December 1993, there were 2,087 providing 
housing to 80,000 families. The assets of the 
1,865 co-ops reporting to our survey had a 
book value of over $4.5 billion. 


There are two major types of child 
care co-operatives: day care and nursery 
school. Day care co-operatives are formed by 
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working parents to provide day-time care for 
their children. Nursery schools are formed 
with the emphasis on education and social 
interaction, as well as providing parents some 
time for other pursuits. Child care 
co-operatives are found in greatest numbers in 
Ontario, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. In 
[9938 e592 01 the ol Ze incorporated sday. 
care/nursery co-ops reported revenues of 
$35.3 million and nearly 26, 000 members. 


Following a study of child care 
co-operatives, the Association of Canadian 
Child Care Co-operatives was formed. The 
Association concentrates on staff 
development, development and maintenance 
of co-op child care and education, affordable 
insurance, staff benefit plans and board 
training and development. 


Health Care co-operatives play an 
important part in the lives of communities in 
which they exist across Canada. A report 
entitled “Co-op/Consumer Sponsored Health 
Care Delivery Effectiveness”, found that this 
type of health care delivery offers “significant 
economic and non-economic advantages”. 
There is a role and potential for health care 
co-operatives in helping to maintain the 
quality of service in Canada while still 
assuring fiscal responsibility. 


In 1993, 25 health co-operatives 
reported to the annual survey of Canadian 
co-operatives, a total of 303,000 members and 
assets of $58.3 million; business revenues 
amounted to $242.4 million and they 
employed nearly 700 people full-time. 


Community development 
co-operatives foster local level leadership 


located in Saskatchewan and Quebec. 


In 1993, 171 development 
co-operatives reported having 8,886 members, 
over 150 employees, assets of $10.4 million, 
and revenues of $7.7 million. Community 
Development Co-operatives in all regions of 
Canada offer the potential for leadership in 
organizing the “people”’ approach to 
development. 


Funeral, or burial co-operatives find 
their greatest strength in Québec, though 
recently they have made inroads in Ontario, 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince 
Edward Island. 


Water supplying co-operatives are 
found mainly in Alberta, Québec and 
Manitoba. Natural gas and rural electric 
co-operatives are found only in Alberta. 


Recreational co-operatives are strong 
throughout the West, particularly in 
Saskatchewan, they are also found in most of 
the other provinces. They are engaged in 
activities such as community halls, skating 
and curling rinks, golf courses, swimming 
pools and camp sites. 


Transportation and communication 
co-operatives, though small in numbers, are 
found throughout Canada. 

(For other Co-ops see Appendix C) 


WORKERS’ CO-OPERATIVES 


During the 1980’s, workers’ 
co-operatives became more and more common 
and well established in Canada. There are 


skills and enable full grassroots participation many varied usually small worker 
in problem solving and_ innovation. co-operatives across the country. 
Community development co-operatives are 
found throughout Canada, but the majority are 
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Imprimerie coopérative Harpell, 
incorporated in 1946 near Montreal, is the 
largest workers’ co-operative in Canada with 
more than 200 members. 


Vancouver’s Collective Resources and 
Services Workers’ Co-operative operates a 
bakery and wholesales health foods; with 
annual sales of more than $2 million, it is 
among Canada’s larger workers’ 
co-operatives. 


Based in Guysborough County Nova 
Scotia, the Mulgrave Road Co-op Theatre 
Company provides entertainment throughout 
the Maritimes. 


In rural areas, Forestry Co-operatives 
are the most important and developed 
workers’ co-operatives. They are examples of 
people employing themselves in a productive 
manner. 


These examples only suggest the 
variety and range of workers’ co-operatives. 


The rapidly rising interest in workers’ 
co-operatives reflects both the tremendous 
need for jobs and the increasing interest of 
better educated and more politically conscious 
people to have more control over their jobs. 


For additional data see the attached Tables, 
Figures and Appendices. 
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CO-OPERATIVES IN CANADA 


SITUATION - 1994 


The 1994 data is based on statistics from 5,242 non-financial co-operatives having nearly 
4.3 million members, revenues of $22.4 billion and assets of over $12.9 billion. Of these, 
830 co-operatives have an agricultural base and represent over 588,000 producers with 
$14.4 billion in revenues and $4.9 billion in assets. This includes data received from 


wholesale co-operatives. 


PRODUCER CO-OPERATIVES 


Co-operatives play a major role in the 
agricultural sector of the Canadian economy, 
mainly in the processing and marketing of 
grain, dairy, poultry, honey, maple products, 
fruits and vegetables and livestock. 


Agricultural marketing and 
processing co-operatives are mostly modern 
organizations that can be found in all 
provinces. Altogether, they represent a major 
economic force with a volume of business of 
more than $10.1 billion and assets of 
$3.3 billion, of which $1.3 billion (or 38%) is 
financed by member capital. They also paid 
out $527 million in salaries and wages to 
nearly 18,000 full-time employees in 1994. 
(Table 4) 


Co-operatives have market shares 
varying between 4% for eggs to 61% for dairy. 
(Appendix F) 


On the supply side, co-operatives play 
a strong role in the sales of fertilizer, 
chemicals, animal feed, machinery and also 
provide the member/farmer with seeds and 
other inputs needed on the farm, including 
building materials and petroleum based 
products. Their volume of business totalled 
$3.8 billion in 1994. (Table 8) 
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According to the Financial Post 500 
for 1994, six out of the ten largest agricultural 
enterprises are co-operatives with combined 
revenues of over $7.6 billion. (Appendix I) 


The fishery co-operatives in the 
Atlantic region continue to struggle for 
survival or have downsized or diversified their 
operations to incorporate innovative methods 
of processing non-traditional fish products. 
Others have continued to supplement revenues 
by utilizing unused space in the plants as 
centres for government sponsored training 
programs for displaced plant workers and 
fishermen or have developed other enterprises 
to employ local people. 


Production co-operatives, include 
farm feeder, grazing, machinery, artificial 
insemination, and handicraft co-operatives. 
More than 80% of the volume of business 
generated by this type of co-operatives came 
from Alberta and Quebec. (Tables 12 and 13) 


Seed cleaning co-operatives operate 
mainly in Alberta and Saskatchewan. 
Farmers' markets are becoming popular for 
selling farm products, particularly im 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Prince Edward 
Island and New Brunswick. (For other 
producer Co-operatives see Appendix B) 
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CONSUMER CO-OPERATIVES 


At the local level, consumer 
co-operatives vary in size and sophistication 
from small buying clubs, in which a few 
families pool grocery orders and buy from 
wholesale outlets, to large supermarket 
organizations. At these "conventional stores", 
sales are made in the usual manner and any 
"surplus" is returned at year's end based on 
patronage. In 1994 the sales of this group 
amounted to over $4.1 billion in food 
products, dry goods and home hardware and 
other consumer goods. (Table 6) 


In the West, during 1994, the 
342 member co-operatives of Federated 
Co-operatives Limited had total sales of 
2.4 billion which gave them the strongest 
co-op presence of any region in Canada. 
Calgary has the largest consumer co-operative 
in North-America, with nearly 40% of the 
local retail market. Sales include food, 
hardware, clothing, home furnishings, 
agricultural supplies, petroleum products and 
building materials. In Atlantic Canada, the 
165 member co-operatives of Co-op Atlantic, 
have sales over $653 million. Quebec and 
Ontario consumer co-operatives are strong 
organizations with little or no penetration in 
major urban areas. 


A number are operating as ''direct 
charge" co-operatives. In 1994, there were 
53 across Canada, most of them located in 
Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. In 
1994, the volume of business of the 53 “direct 
charge” co-ops reporting to our survey was 
over $386 million, they earned over $100 
million in assets and reported 77,000 members 
across the country. The concept of the “direct 
charge” system is goods are provided to 
members at cost, with a weekly service fee 
added, equal to the cost of operations. Some 
add a surcharge to build 


share capital or loan capital for the co- 
operative development. The expression of the 
“direct charge” concept varies according to 
local conditions and size of organization. 


A more specialized consumer 
co-operative which has emerged in the past ten 
years is the natural health foods (bulk) 
co-operative. As well as having retail sales, 
some have wholesale sales to other 
co-operatives. The majority of these are in 
Quebec and British Columbia. 


Student supply co-operatives have 
gained a strong foothold, mainly in Quebec, 
where close to 100 are active. In Canada, 
they reported more than $100 million in 
volume of business in 1994 and 765,000 
members. They provide all the various goods 
students may require, from pens and pencils to 
course text books, computers and softwares; 
some of them operate groceries and cafeterias 
and provide driving lessons. (Appendix A) 


In 1994, the volume of business of 
Service co-operatives rose by 8%, the second 
year in the last five of less than double digit 
growth in this sector. (Table 4) 


Since the mid 1970's, housing 
co-operatives in the service sector have 
experienced a significant expansion and by 
December 1994, there were 2,135 providing 
housing to 89,000 families. The assets of the 
1,893 co-ops reporting to our survey had a 
book value of over $4.7 billion and 96,000 
members. (Appendix E) 


There are two major types of child 
care co-operatives: day care and nursery 
school. Day care co-operatives are formed by 
working parents to provide day-time care for 
their children. Nursery schools are formed 
with the emphasis on education and social 
interaction, as well as providing parents some 
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time for other pursuits. Child care 
co-operatives are found in greatest numbers in 
Ontario, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. In 
1994, 391 of the 506 incorporated day 
care/nursery co-ops reported revenues of 
$38.9 million and over 26,400 members. 


Health Care co-operatives play an 
important part in the lives of communities in 
which they exist across Canada. A report 
entitled "Co-op/Consumer Sponsored Health 
Care Delivery Effectiveness", found that this 
type of health care delivery offers "significant 
economic and non-economic advantages". 
There is a potential role for health care 
co-operatives in helping to maintain the quality 
of service in Canada while still assuring fiscal 
responsibility. 


In 1994, 28 health co-operatives 
reported to the annual survey of Canadian 
co-operatives, a total of 311,500 members and 
assets of $63.3 million; business revenues 
amounted to $257.8 million and they employed 
777 people full-time. 


Community development 
co-operatives foster local level leadership skills 
and enable full grassroots participation in 
problem solving and innovation. Community 
development co-operatives are found 
throughout Canada, but the majority are 
located in Saskatchewan and Quebec. In 
1994, 184 development co-operatives reported 
having 10,086 members, over 159 employees, 
assets of $10.2 million and revenues of 
$8.1 million. Community Development 
Co-operatives in all regions of Canada offer 
the potential for leadership in organizing the 
"people" approach to development. 


Funeral, or burial co-operatives find 
their greatest strength in Quebec, though 
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recently they have made in-roads in Ontario, 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince 
Edward Island. 


Water supplying co-operatives are 
found mainly in Alberta, Quebec and 
Manitoba. Natural gas and rural electric 
co-operatives are found only in Alberta. 


Recreational co-operatives are strong 
throughout the West, particularly in 
Saskatchewan, they are also found in most of 
the other provinces. They are engaged in 
activities such as community halls, skating and 
curling rinks, golf courses, swimming pools 
and camp sites. 


Transportation and communication 
co-operatives, though small in numbers, are 
found throughout Canada. (For other Co-ops 
see Appendix C) 


WORKERS' CO-OPERATIVES 


During the 1980's, workers’ 
co-operatives became more and more common 
and well established in Canada. There are 
many varied, usually small, worker 
co-operatives across the country. They 
operate in many fields as the following 
examples show: 


Imprimerie coopérative __Harpell, 
incorporated in 1946 near Montreal, is the 
largest workers’ co-operative in Canada with 
more than 200 members. 


Vancouver's Collective Resources and 
Services Workers’ Co-operative operates a 
bakery and wholesale health foods; with 
annual sales of more than $2 million, it is 
among Canada's larger workers' co-operatives. 
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Based in Guysborough County Nova 
Scotia, the Mulgrave Road Co-op Theatre 
Company provides entertainment throughout 
the Maritimes. 


In rural areas, Forestry Co-operatives 
are the most important and developed workers' 
co-operatives. 


In 1994, the forestry co-operatives 
reporting to our survey earned 55% of all the 
revenues generated by workers’ co-operatives. 
Their revenues were about $207.5 million. 
They are examples of people employing 
themselves in a productive manner. 


The rapidly rising interest in workers 
co-operatives reflects both the tremendous 
need for jobs and the increasing interest of 
better educated and more politically conscious 
people to have more control over their jobs. 


For additional data see the attached 
Tables, Figures and Appendices. 
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Preface 


Co-operatives in Canada which was first published in 1987 and presented 1985 data. 
Originally published as a condensed version of our main statistical publication “Co-operation 
in Canada”, which was mainly used for distribution to interested foreign parties, it presented 
an overview of the co-operative system in Canada. However, since 1995 the format of the 
publication which greatly changed replaced “Co-operation in Canada” . It is now our main 
statistical publication on non-financial co-operatives in Canada. Data on other types of co- 
operatives such as credit unions and caisses populaires, insurance and other financial 
co-operatives can be obtained through the Co-operatives Secretariat. A copy of this 
publication is also available on our Web site at: | www.agr.ca/policy/coop/accueil.htm| 


CO-OPERATIVES IN CANADA 


SITUATION - 1995 


The 1995 statistics are based on data from some 5,412 non-financial co-operatives having 
over 4.5 million members, a combined volume of business of $24.8 billion and assets of 
$14.1 billion. These co-operatives also employed over 70,000 people of which 73% were 
full-time employees. Of these co-operatives, 808 have an agricultural base and represent 
over 620,000 producers with a combined volume of business of $15.7 billion and assets of 
$5.0 billion. This includes data provided by wholesale co-operatives and federations. 


PRODUCER CO-OPERATIVES 


Co-operatives play a crucial role in the 
agricultural sector of the Canadian economy, 
especially in the processing and marketing 
of grains and oilseeds, milk and dairy 
products, poultry, honey, maple products, 
fruits and vegetables and livestock. 


Agricultural marketing and processing 
co-operatives are, for the most part, modern 
enterprises that use the latest technology. 
Some are even leaders in their industry. 
Altogether, they represent a major economic 
force with a combined volume of business of 
more than $11.8 billion and assets of $3.5 
billion. In 1995, they marketed nearly $10.5 
billion in agricultural products in Canada 
and abroad. (See Table 4.) 


The market share of agricultural marketing 
co-operatives varies from nearly 60% for the 
grains and oilseeds and dairy products to 4% 
for egg production. (See Appendix F.) 

On the farm supply side, co-operatives play 
an indispensable role in the sale of fertilizers 
and chemicals, animal feed and machinery 
such as farm machinery, and provide 
member co-operatives and producers with 
seeds and other inputs needed on the farm, 
including building materials and petroleum 
products. In 1995, they had a combined 
volume of business of $4.0 billion. 

(See Table 8.) 


Co-operatives in Canada (1995 Data) 


The top ten agricultural co-operatives 
reported combined revenues of $11.5 billion 
and assets of $3.5 billion in 1995. They 
employed over 19,000 persons. 

(See Appendix I.) 


In 1995, there were 56 fishery co-operatives 
in the Atlantic region responding to the 
survey, the same number as last year. 
Despite the problems faced by these 
co-operatives in recent years, they reported 
$164.6 million in revenues for 1995, a slight 
drop compared to 1994. They had combined 
assets of $48.4 million, a 23% drop 
compared to last year. This decrease in 
assets is the result of the sale of some 
equipment and capital assets attributable to 
the streamlining of operations by a number 
of fishery co-operatives in financial 
difficulty. These co-operatives reported 
total liabilities of $22.1 million, a 50% drop 
compared to 1994. This drop is primarily 
attributable to a decrease in short-term debt, 
which had been threatening the existence of 
a number of co-operatives. 

(See Tables 10 and 11.) 


Production co-operatives include feeder, 
grazing, agricultural machinery, artificial 
insemination, forestry and handicraft 
co-operatives. Together, the 461 production 
co-operatives responding to the survey 
reported a combined volume of business of 
$778.1 million, an increase of $100 million 
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over 1994. Co-operatives in Quebec and 
Alberta accounted for more than 80% of the 
total volume of business. In Quebec, 
revenues were primarily derived from the 
sale of forest products, while in Alberta, the 
sale of livestock (cattle and hogs) was by far 
the primary activity. Saskatchewan has the 
largest number of production co-operatives, 
with 189 organizations. Management of 
grazing operations and farm feeder 
operations were the two main activities of 
production co-operatives, with 143 and 119 


enterprises respectively, accounting for 57% . 


of all production co-operatives. 
(See Tables 12 and 13 and Appendix B.) 


CONSUMER CO-OPERATIVES 


At the local level, consumer co-operatives 
vary in size and sophistication, from small . 
buying clubs, to large supermarket 
organizations and wholesale outlets. At 
these “conventional stores’, sales are made 
in the usual manner and any “surplus” is 
returned at year’s end based on patronage. 
In 1995, the sales of this group amounted to 
over $6.4 billion, with food products 
accounting for nearly 53% of overall sales. 
Petroleum products, dry goods and home 
hardware were other types of products sold 
most. (See Table 6.) 


In the West, during 1995, the 343 member 
co-operatives of Federated Co-operatives 
Limited had total sales of nearly $2.5 billion, 
which gave them the strongest co-op 
presence in any region in Canada. Calgary 
Co-op Association Ltd. is considered the 
largest consumer co-operative in North 
America, with nearly 40% of the local retail 
market. Sales include food products, 
hardware, clothing, furnishings, petroleum 
products and building materials, as well as 
travel services and pharmaceuticals. In 
British Columbia, Mountain Equipment 
Co-op (MEC), based in Vancouver, 


specializes in the sale of outdoor equipment. 
It provides a catalogue sales service and 
operates three stores outside British 
Columbia, in Toronto, Ottawa and Calgary. 
In 1995, MEC had in excess of 775,000 
members across Canada and reported a 
volume of business of $93.5 million. 


In Atlantic Canada, the 167 member 
co-operatives of Co-op Atlantic had sales of 
over $1.1 million in 1995. 


Although not as large or influential, Quebec 
and Ontario consumer co-operatives are 
strong organizations with little penetration 
in urban areas. 


A number of consumer co-operatives 
operate as “direct charge” co-operatives. 

In 1995, there were 50 reporting to the 
survey across Canada, most of them located 
in Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia. The “direct charge” co-ops 
responding to our 1995 survey reported a 
combined volume of business of nearly $395 
million and over 78,300 members. The 
concept of the “direct charge” system is that 
goods are provided to members at cost and a 
weekly service fee is charged to cover 
operating costs. Some add a surcharge to 
build capital for the development of the 
co-operative. 


A more specialized consumer co-operative 
which has emerged in the past ten years, 
especially in urban areas, is the natural 
health foods (bulk) co-operative. In 
addition to retail sales, some of these 
co-operatives sell goods wholesale to other 
co-operatives. The majority of these 
co-operatives are located in Quebec. 

(See Appendix A.) 


Student supply co-operatives have gained a 
strong foothold, especially in Quebec, where 
close to 100 are active. These co-operatives 
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reported a volume of business of more than 
$103.2 million in 1995 and over 804,000 
members, most of whom were students. 
They provide all the various goods students 
may require, from pens and pencils to course 
text books. Several operate cafeterias and 
offer driver education courses. In 1995, 
sales of computer equipment (hardware and 
software) accounted for approximately 
three-quarters of the volume of business of 
these co-operatives. Cybernétique 
Technologie, a subsidiary of the Fédération 
des coopératives québécoises en milieu 
scolaire, now ranks first among computer 
assemblers in Quebec, with its “Supra” 
brand of compatible computers. 

(See Appendix A.) 


Service co-operatives now make up the 
largest number of co-operatives in Canada. 
In 1995, they were 3,904 service 
cO-operatives responding to the survey, 
accounting for 72% of all non-financial 
co-operatives. They reported a combined 
volume of business of $1.7 billion, an 
increase of 12% over the previous year. 


Since the mid-1970s, housing co-operatives 
have experienced a significant expansion. In 
1995, the 1,946 housing co-operatives 
reporting had combined assets of nearly $5.3 
billion and 107,000 members. 

(See Appendix E.) 


There are two major types of child care 
co-operatives: day care and nursery school 
co-operatives. Day care co-operatives are 
formed by working parents to provide 
daytime care for their children while they 
work. Nursery schools are formed with the 
emphasis on education and social 
interaction, and also provide parents with 
time for other pursuits. Child care 
co-operatives are found in greatest numbers 
in Ontario, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. In 
1995, they were 437 day care and nursery 
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school co-operatives reporting revenues of 
nearly $46.2 million and over 26,000 
members. 


Health care co-operatives play an important 
part in the lives of a number of communities 
across Canada. A report entitled 
“Co-op/Consumer Sponsored Health Care 
Delivery Effectiveness” found that this type 
of health care delivery offers significant 
economic and other advantages. There is a 
role for health care co-operatives in helping 
to maintain the quality of our health care 
system while still assuring fiscal 
responsibility. In 1995, we find 28 health 
care Co-operatives reporting to the survey 
over 316,000 members, assets of $64.9 
million and revenues of $268.3 million. 


Community development co-operatives 
foster local-level leadership skills and full 
grassroots participation in problem-solving 
and innovation. Community development 
co-operatives are found throughout Canada, 
but the majority are located in 
Saskatchewan. In 1995, the 207 
development co-operatives reporting had 
11,742 members, assets of $12.2 million and 
revenues of $12.4 million. 


Funeral or burial co-operatives find their 
greatest strength in Quebec, though they 
have recently made some in-roads in the 
Maritimes. In 1995, we find 49 funeral 
co-operatives reported assets of $40.8 
million and in excess of 134,200 members. 


Water supplying co-operatives are found 
mainly in Alberta, Quebec and Manitoba 
and 150 of them responded to the survey in 
1995. Natural gas and rural electric 
co-operatives are found almost exclusively 
in Alberta. There were 205 such 
co-operatives in 1995. 


Although recreational co-operatives are 
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found in most provinces, they are most 
popular in the West, particularly in 
Saskatchewan. In 1995, the 300 recreational 
co-operatives were engaged in various 
activities, including the management of 
community centres, skating and curling 
rinks, golf courses, campgrounds and 
swimming pools. 


Transportation and communication 
co-operatives, though small in number, are 
found throughout Canada. (For other 
service co-operatives, see Appendix C.) 


WORKERS’ CO-OPERATIVES 


During the 1980s, workers’ co-operatives 
became more and more common and well 
established in Canada, especially in Quebec. 
In 1995, there were approximately 225 
workers’ co-operatives reporting with a total 
of some 14,368 members. They reported a 
combined volume of business of nearly $460 
million and assets of $220 million. In 1995, 
they employed 6,369 persons, most of whom 
worked full-time. These co-operatives 
operate in a wide variety of fields, as the 
following examples show. 


Founded in 1960, the Coopérative 
Laterriére is the largest forestry co-operative 
in Quebec and also the largest workers’ 
co-operative in Canada with a volume of 
business of nearly $47 million in 1995. 
Among other things, it operates a sawmill 
and tree nursery, and exports part of its 
production, primarily to England. It is 
owned by its 291 members and employs a 
total of 360 full-time workers. 


In 1995, forestry co-operatives accounted for 
68% of the overall volume of business of 
workers’ co-operatives in Canada, that is, a 
total of $311.4 million. (See Appendix D.) 
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The Coop des inséminateurs du Québec, 
with a volume of business of nearly 

$22 million in 1995, is the highest-earning 
non-forestry workers’ co-operative in 
Canada. The CRS Workers’ Co-op, located 
in British Columbia, which operates in the 
field of specialized foods, ranks second 
among non-forestry co-operatives, with 
revenues in excess of $14.5 million. 


Most workers’ co-operatives are small in 
terms of membership, but some are quite 
large, such as the Coop des travailleurs 
miniers JM in Asbestos, which has 909 
members. 


These co-operatives are examples of people 
employing themselves in a productive 
manner. The rapidly rising interest in 
workers’ co-operatives reflects the 
tremendous need for jobs and the increasing 
interest of better educated and more 
politically conscious people to have more 
control over their jobs and, consequently, 
their lives and communities. 


For additional data, see the attached tables, 
figures and appendices. You may also 
contact the Co-operatives Secretariat (see 
title page) for all other questions regarding 
these statistics. 
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Preface 


Co-operatives in Canada which was first published in 1987 and presented 1985 data. 
Originally published as a condensed version of our main statistical publication 
“Co-operation in Canada”, which was mainly used for distribution to interested foreign 
parties, it presented an overview of the co-operative system in Canada. However, since 
1995 the format of the publication which greatly changed replaced “Co-operation in 
Canada” . It is now our main statistical publication on non-financial co-operatives in 
Canada. Data on other types of co-operatives such as credit unions and caisses 
populaires, insurance and other financial co-operatives can be obtained through the Co- 
operatives Secretariat. A copy of this publication is also available on our Web site at: 
www.agr.ca/policy/coop/contents. html 


Index Sources for Bar Charts : 
Index No. 1 GDP Deflator (1992=100), Statistics Canada. 
Index No.2. ~+Farm Input Price Index, Statistics Canada, Publication 62-004 


Index No.3. Consumer Price Index, Statistics Canada, Publication 62-001 


CO-OPERATIVES IN CANADA 


SITUATION - 1996 


The 1996 statistics are based on data from 5,627 non-financial co-operatives having over 
4.8 million members, a combined volume of business of $27.8 billion and assets of $15.1 billion. 
These co-operatives also employed over 70,000 people of which 74% were full-time employees. 
Of these co-operatives, 926 have an agricultural base and represent over 740,000 producers 
with a combined volume of business of $18.9 billion and assets of $5.7 billion. This includes 
data provided by wholesale co-operatives and federations. 


In comparison with 1995, 215 new co-operatives reported to the 1996 survey. Total 
membership increased by 6% while the combined volume of business and assets grew by 12 % 
and 7% respectively. These co-operatives employed nearly the same number of people than 
the previous year. The number of agricultural co-operatives raised by 118 while their 
membership increased by 120,000 members. Their volume of business and assets grew 
respectively by 20% and 14% over this period. 


PRODUCER CO-OPERATIVES 


Co-operatives play a crucial role in the 
agricultural sector of the Canadian economy, 
especially in the processing and marketing of 
grains and oilseeds, milk and dairy products, 
poultry, honey, maple products, fruits and 
vegetables and livestock. 


Agricultural marketing and _ processing 
co-operatives are, for the most part, modern 
enterprises that use the latest technology. 
Some are even leaders in their industry. For 
example, Agropur from Québec was awarded 
“North American Milk Processor of the Year” 
in 1996 by the U.S. Dairy Foods Review. 
Altogether, they represent a major economic 
force with a combined volume of business of 
more than $15.5 billion and assets of 
$4.3 billion. In 1996, they marketed nearly 
$13 billion in agricultural products in Canada 
and abroad. (See Table 4.) 


The market share of agricultural marketing 
co-operatives varies from over 60% for dairy 
products to 3% for egg production. (See 
Appendix F.) 


Co-operatives in Canada (1996 Data) 


On the farm supply side, co-operatives play 
an indispensable role in the sale of fertilizers 
and chemicals, animal feed and machinery 
such as farm machinery, and provide member 
co-operatives and producers with seeds and 
other inputs needed on the farm, including 
building materials and petroleum products. In 
1996, they had a combined volume of 
business of $3.0 billion compared with 4.0 
billion in 1995. This drop in volume of 
business is explained by the reclassification of 
a major supply co-operative to a marketing 
one because most of its revenues come now 
from agricultural product marketing sales. 
(See Table 8.) 


The top ten agricultural co-operatives reported 
combined revenues of $13.9 billion and assets 
of $3.9 billion in 1996. They employed over 
19,000 persons. (See Appendix I.) 


In 1996, there were 58 fishery co-operatives 
responding to the survey, two more compared 
with 1995. Despite the problems faced by 
these co-operatives in recent years, they 
reported $149.5 million in revenues for 1996, 
a nine per cent drop compared to 1995. They 
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had combined assets of $52.8 million, a 9% 
gain compared to last year and reported total 
liabilities of $25.0 million, a 13% gain 
compared to 1995. (See Tables 10 and 11.) 


Production co-operatives include feeder, 
grazing, agricultural machinery, artificial 
insemination, forestry and _ handicraft 
co-operatives. Together, the 513 production 
co-operatives responding to the survey 
reported a combined volume of business of 
$829.8 million, an increase of $52 million 
over 1995. Co-operatives in Quebec and 
Alberta accounted for more than 80% of the 
total volume of business of this group. In 
Quebec, revenues were primarily derived from 
the sale of forest products, while in Alberta, 
the sale of livestock (cattle and hogs) was by 
far the primary activity. Saskatchewan has the 
largest number of production co-operatives, 
with 201 organizations. Management of 
grazing operations and farm feeder operations 
were the two main activities of production 
co-operatives, with 152 and 133 enterprises 
respectively, accounting for 56% of all 
production co-operatives. (See Tables 12 and 
13 and Appendix B.) 


CONSUMER CO-OPERATIVES 


At the local level, consumer co-operatives 
vary in size and sophistication, from small 
buying clubs, to large supermarket 
organizations and wholesale outlets. At these 
“conventional stores’, sales are made in the 
usual manner and any “surplus” is returned at 
year’s end based on patronage. In 1996, the 
sales of this group amounted to over $6.8 
billion, with food products accounting for 
nearly 52% of overall sales. Petroleum 
products, dry goods and home hardware were 
other types of products sold most. (See 
Table 6.) 


In the West, during 1996, the 337 member 
co-operatives of Federated Co-operatives 


Limited had total sales of nearly $2.3 billion, 
which gave them the strongest co-op presence 
in any region in Canada. Calgary Co-op 
Association Ltd. is considered the largest 
consumer co-operative in North America, with 
nearly 40% of the local retail market. Sales 
include food products, hardware, clothing, 
furnishings, petroleum products and building 
materials, as well as travel services and 
pharmaceuticals. In British Columbia, 
Mountain Equipment Co-op (MEC), based in 
Vancouver, specializes in the sale of outdoor 
equipment. It provides a catalogue sales 
service and operates three stores outside 
British Columbia, in Toronto, Ottawa and 
Calgary. In 1996, MEC had in excess of 
910,000 members across Canada and reported 
a volume of business of $105.5 million. 


In Atlantic Canada, the 168 member 
co-operatives of Co-op Atlantic had sales of 
over $1.1 billion in 1996. 


Although not as large or influential, Quebec 
and Ontario consumer co-operatives are strong 
organizations with little penetration in large 
urban areas. 


A number of consumer co-operatives operate 
as “direct charge” co-operatives. In 1996, 
there were 52 reporting to the survey across 
Canada, most of them located in Quebec, New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. The “direct 
charge” co-ops responding to our 1996 survey 
reported a combined volume of business of 
nearly $407 million and over 82,500 
members. The concept of the “direct charge” 
system is that goods are provided to members 
at cost and a weekly service fee is charged to 
cover operating costs. Some add a surcharge 
to build capital for the development of the 
co-operative. 


A more specialized consumer co-operative 
which has emerged in the past fifteen years, 
especially in urban areas, is the natural 
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health foods (bulk) co-operative. In addition 
to retail sales, some of these co-operatives sell 
goods wholesale to other co-operatives. The 
majority of these co-operatives are located in 
Quebec. (See Appendix A.) 


Student supply co-operatives have gained a 
strong foothold, especially in Quebec, where 
over 100 are active. These co-operatives 
reported a volume of business of more than 
$129 million in 1996 and over 866,000 
members, most of whom were students. They 
provide all the various goods students may 
require, from pens and pencils to course text 
books. Several operate cafeterias and offer 
driver education courses. In 1996, sales of 
computer equipment (hardware and software) 
accounted for approximately three-quarters of 
the volume of business of these co-operatives. 
Cybernétique Technologie, a subsidiary of the 
Fédération des coopératives québécoises en 
milieu scolaire, now ranks first among 
computer assemblers in Quebec, with its 
“Supra” brand of compatible computers. 
(See Appendix A.) 


Service co-operatives now make up the 
largest number of co-operatives in Canada. In 
1996, they were 4,038 service co-operatives 
responding to the survey, accounting for 72% 
of all non-financial co-operatives. They 
reported a combined volume of business of 
$1.6 billion, a slight decrease of 6% over the 
previous year. 


Since the mid-1970s, housing co-operatives 
have experienced a significant expansion. In 
1996, the 2,038 housing co-operatives 
reporting had combined assets of nearly 
$5.6 billion and over 111,000 members. 
There is also other types of co-operatives that 
are involved in the housing activities. In 
1996, 57 of them reported to the survey. Most 
of them are co-operative housing associations 
that are devoted to management of common 
assets and co-operatives housing 
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development. (See Appendix E.) 


There are two major types of child care 
co-operatives: day care and nursery school 
co-operatives. Day care co-operatives are 
formed by working parents to provide daytime 
care for their children while they work. 
Nursery schools are formed with the emphasis 
on education and social interaction, and also 
provide parents with time for other pursuits. 
Child care co-operatives are found in greatest 
numbers in Ontario, Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba. In 1996, there were 438 day care 
and nursery school co-operatives reporting 
revenues of nearly $46.4 million and over 
27,500 members. 


Health care co-operatives play an important 
part in the lives of a number of communities 
across Canada. A.steportentitled 
“Co-op/Consumer Sponsored Health Care 
Delivery Effectiveness” found that this type of 
health care delivery offers significant 
economic and other advantages. There is a 
role for health care co-operatives in helping to 
maintain the quality of our health care system 
while still assuring fiscal responsibility. 


In 1996, we find 33 health care co-operatives 
reporting to the survey and _ over 
245,000 members, assets of $78.5 million and 
revenues of $277.2 million. 


Community development co-operatives 
foster local-level leadership skills and full 
grassroots participation in innovation and 
solving socio-economic. problems. 
Community development co-operatives are 
found throughout Canada, but the majority are 
located in Saskatchewan. In 1996, the 
212 development co-operatives reporting had 
13,026 members, assets of $16.3 million and 
revenues of $10.5 million. 


Funeral or burial co-operatives find their 
greatest strength in Quebec, though they have 
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made some in-roads in the Maritimes. In 
1996, we find 50 funeral co-operatives 
reported assets of $45.2 million and in excess 
of 142,900 members. 


Water supplying co-operatives are found 
mainly in Alberta, Quebec and Manitoba and 
160 of them responded to the survey in 1996. 
Natural gas and rural electric co-operatives 
are found almost exclusively in Alberta. 
There were 209 such co-operatives reporting 
to the survey in 1996 with over 118,000 
members, assets of $146.4 million and 
revenues of over $127.1 million. 


Although recreational co-operatives are 
found in most provinces, they are most 
popular in the West, particularly in 
Saskatchewan. In 1996, the 298 recreational 
co-operatives reporting were engaged in 
various activities, including the management 
of community centres, skating and curling 
rinks, golf courses, campgrounds and 
swimming pools. 


Transportation and communication 
co-operatives, though small in number, are 
found throughout Canada. (For other service 
co-operatives, see Appendix C.) 


WORKERS’ CO-OPERATIVES 


During the 1980s, workers’ co-operatives 
became more and more common and well 
established in Canada, especially in Quebec. 
In.» 1996, ‘there “were 244 )*workers’ 
co-operatives reporting with a total of 
15,371 members. They reported a combined 
volume of business of nearly $516 million and 
assets of $275 million. In 1996, they 
employed 7,051 persons, most of whom 
worked full-time. These co-operatives operate 
in a wide variety of fields, as the following 
examples show. 


Founded in 1960, the Coopérative Laterriére 


is the largest forestry co-operative in Quebec 
and also the largest workers’ co-operative in 
Canada with a volume of business of nearly 
$60 million in 1996. In fact, this co-operative 
is the first worker co-operative to be listed in 
the Top 50 co-operatives in Canada. Among 
other things, it operates a sawmill and tree 
nursery, and exports part of its production, 
primarily to England. It is owned by its 
308 members and employs a total of 
325 full-time workers. 


In 1996, forestry co-operatives accounted for 
70% of the overall volume of business of 
workers’ co-operatives in Canada, that is, a 
total of $358.9 million. (See Appendix D.) 


The Coop des inséminateurs du Québec, with 
a volume of business of nearly $22 million in 
1996, generates the most revenues of 
non-forestry workers’ co-operatives in 
Canada. 


In recent years, a new type of workers’ 
co-operative has been developed in Québec 
where 66 are active. This new type of 
co-operative is known as worker/shareholder 
co-operative. Usually, these co-operatives are 
created when a business is seeking new capital 
and ask the employees to invest in the 
business. Then, the employees form a 
co-operative and buy shares of the business. 
A good example of worker/shareholder 
co-operative is the Coop des travailleurs 
miniers JM in Asbestos, Québec. This 
co-operative which has 893 members, hold 
shares of the business that employed its 
members. 


These co-operatives are examples of people 
employing themselves in a productive manner. 
The rapidly rising interest in workers’ 
co-operatives reflects the tremendous need for 
jobs and the increasing interest of better 
educated and more politically conscious 
people to have more control over their jobs 
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and, consequently, their lives and 
communities. 


CREDIT UNIONS AND 
CAISSES POPULAIRES 


Credit unions and caisses populaires can be 
found in all provinces and territories across 
Canada. In 1996, they reported total asset of 
104 billion, a raise of 4% compared with 
1995. Québec is accounting for over 50% of 
the total. For more details about caisses 
populaires and credit unions statistics, see 
appendices G and H. 


For additional data, see the attached tables, 
figures and appendices. You may also contact 
the Co-operatives Secretariat (see title page) 
for all other questions regarding these 
Statistics. 
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Figure 14: Number and Membership of Fishing 
Co-operatives, 1992 - 1996 


Figure 13: Volume of business of Fishing 
Co-operatives, 1992 - 1996 
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Figure 16: Number and Membership of 
Production Co-operatives, 1992 - 1996 
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Figure 15: Service Revenues and Sales of 
Production Co-operatives, 1992 - 1996 
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Figure 18: Number and Membership of Service 
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Preface 


Co-operatives in Canada which was first published in 1987 and presented 1985 data. 
Originally published as a condensed version of our main statistical publication 
“Co-operation in Canada”, which was mainly used for distribution to interested foreign 
parties, it presented an overview of the co-operative system in Canada. However, since 
1995 the format of the publication which greatly changed replaced “Co-operation in 
Canada” . It is now our main statistical publication on non-financial co-operatives in 
Canada. Data on other types of co-operatives such as credit unions and caisses 
populaires, insurance and other financial co-operatives can be obtained through the 
Co-operatives Secretariat. A copy of this publication is also available on our Web site at: 
www. agr.ca/policy/coop/contents. html 


Index Sources for Bar Charts : 


Index No. 1 GDP Deflator (1992=100), Statistics Canada. 
Index No. 2 Farm Input Price Index, Statistics Canada, Publication 62-004 


Index No. 3 Consumer Price Index, Statistics Canada, Publication 62-001 


CO-OPERATIVES IN CANADA 


SITUATION - 1997 


The 1997 statistics are based on data from 5 612 non-financial co-operatives having 
over 4.7 million members, a combined volume of business of $28.8 billion and 
assets of $15.8 billion. These co-operatives also employed over 73 300 people of 
which 75 per cent were full-time employees. Of these co-operatives, 928 have an 
agricultural base and represent over 629 000 producers with a combined volume of 
business of $19.7 billion and assets of $6.2 billion. This includes data provided by 
wholesale co-operatives and federations. 


Compared with 1996, the number of co-operatives reporting to the 1997 survey 
decreased by 15 and total membership also decreased by 2.6 per cent , however, 
volume of business and assets grew by 3.5 per cent and 4.2 per cent respectively. 
For 1997 co-operatives employed basically the same number of people as the 
previous year. The number of agricultural co-operatives was virtually the same, 
while their membership decreased by 111 000 members. Volume of business and 
assets grew respectively by 4.2 per cent and 8.8 per cent over this period. 

PRODUCER CO-OPERATIVES On the farm supply side, co-operatives play 
an indispensable role in the sale of fertilizers 


Co-operatives play a crucial role in the 
agricultural sector of the Canadian economy, 
especially in the processing and marketing of 
grains and oilseeds, milk and dairy products, 
poultry, honey, maple products, fruits and 
vegetables and livestock. 


Agricultural marketing and processing 
co-operatives are, for the most part, modern 
enterprises that use the latest technology. 
Some are even leaders in their industry. For 
example, AGROPUR and Agrifoods 
International Cooperative in dairy and 
Saskatchewan Wheat Pool and Agricore in 
grains. Altogether, they represent a major 
economic force with a combined volume of 
business of more than $16.1 billion and 
assets of $4.7 billion. In 1997, they marketed 
nearly $13.5 billion in agricultural products in 
Canada and abroad. (See Table 4.) 


The market share of agricultural marketing 
co-operatives varies from over 62 per cent for 
dairy products to 4 per cent for egg 
production. (See Appendix F.) 


Co-operatives in Canada (1997 Data) 


and chemicals, animal feed and machinery 
such as farm machinery, and provide 
member co-operatives and producers with 
seeds and other inputs needed on the farm, 
including building materials and petroleum 
products. In 1997, they had a combined 
volume of business of $3.1 billion compared 
with 3.0 billion in 1996. 


~The top ten agricultural co-operatives 


reported combined revenues of $14.5 billion 
and assets of $4.3 billion for 1997. They 
employed over 21,000 persons. 
(See Appendix |.) 


In 1997, there were 50 fishery co-operatives 
responding to the survey, eight less than 
1996. Their situation continues to be very 
difficult, they reported $118.4 million in 
revenues for 1997, an eight per cent drop 
compared to 1996. They had combined 
assets of $52.3 million, a slight drop 
compared to last year and reported total 
liabilities of $21.6 million, a 13.6 per cent drop 
compared to 1996. (See Tables 10 and 11.) 
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Production co-operatives include feeder, 
grazing, agricultural machinery, artificial 
insemination, forestry and _ handicraft 
co-operatives. Together, the 522 production 
co-operatives responding to the survey 
reported a combined volume of business of 
$875.6 million, an increase of $46 million over 
1996. Co-operatives in Quebec and Alberta 
accounted for more than 80 per cent of the 
total volume of business of this group. In 
Quebec, revenues were primarily derived 
from the sale of forest products, while in 
Alberta, the sale of livestock (cattle and hogs) 
was by far the primary activity. 
Saskatchewan has the largest number of 
production co-operatives, with 
199 organizations reporting. Management of 
grazing operations and farm feeder 
operations were the two main activities of 
production co-operatives, with 150 and 
133 enterprises respectively, accounting for 
54 per cent of all production co-operatives. 
(See Tables 12 and 13 and Appendix B.) 


CONSUMER CO-OPERATIVES 


At the local level, consumer co-operatives 
vary in size and sophistication, from small 
buying clubs, to large supermarket 
organizations and wholesalers. At these 
“conventional stores’, sales are made in the 
usual manner and any “surplus” is returned at 
year’s end based on patronage. In 1997, the 
sales of this group amounted to over $7.1 
billion, with food products accounting for over 
51 per cent of overall sales. Petroleum 
products, dry goods and home hardware 
were other types of products also sold. (See 
Table 6.) 


In the West, during 1997, the 335 member 
co-operatives of Federated Co-operatives 
Limited had total sales of nearly $2.8 billion, 
which gave them the strongest co-op 
presence in any region in Canada. Calgary 
Co-op Association Ltd. is considered the 
largest consumer co-operative in North 
America, with nearly 40 per cent of the local 
retail market. Sales include food products, 
hardware, clothing, furnishings, petroleum 
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products and building materials, as well as 
travel services and pharmaceuticals. In 
British Columbia, Mountain Equipment Co-op 
(MEC), based in Vancouver, specializes in 
the sale of outdoor equipment. It provides a 
catalogue sales service and operates three 
stores outside British Columbia, in Toronto, 
Ottawa and Calgary. In 1997, MEC had in 
excess of one million members across 
Canada and reported a volume of business of 
$115.5 million. 


In Atlantic Canada, the 169 member 
co-operatives of Co-op Atlantic had sales of 
over $1.1 billion in 1997. 


Although not as large or influential, Quebec 
and Ontario consumer co-operatives are 
strong organizations with little penetration in 
large urban areas. 


A number of consumer co-operatives operate 
as “direct charge” co-operatives. In 1997, 
there were 50 reporting to the survey across 
Canada, most of them iocated in Quebec, 
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. The “direct 
charge” co-ops responding to our 1997 
survey reported a combined volume of 
business of over $397 million and over 
78,000 members. The concept of the “direct 
charge” system is that goods are provided to 
members at cost and a weekly service fee is 
charged to cover operating costs. Some add 
a surcharge to build capital for the 


development of the co-operative. 


A more specialized consumer co-operative 
which has emerged in the past fifteen years, 
especially in urban areas, is the natural 
health foods (bulk) co-operative. In addition 
to retail sales, some of these co-operatives 
sell goods wholesale to other co-operatives. 
The majority of these co-operatives are 
located in Quebec. (See Appendix A.) 


Student supply co-operatives have gained a 
strong foothold, especially in Quebec, where 
over 100 are active. These co-operatives 
reported a volume of business of more than 
$155 million in 1997 and over 954,000 


members, most of whom were students. 
They provide all the various goods students 
may require, from pens and pencils to course 
text books. Several operate cafeterias and 
offer driver education courses. Sales of 
computer equipment (hardware and software) 
accountedfor approximately three-quarters of 
the volume of business of these 
co-operatives. Cybernétique Technologie, a 
subsidiary of the Fédération des coopératives 
québécoises en milieu scolaire, now ranks 
first among computer assemblers in Quebec, 
with its “Supra” brand of compatible 
computers. (See Appendix A.) 


Service co-operatives now make up the 
largest number of co-operatives in Canada. 
In 1997, they were 4,038 _ service 
co-operatives responding to the survey, 
accounting for 72 per cent of all non-financial 
co-operatives. They reported a combined 
volume of business of $1.4 billion, a 
decrease of 13 per cent over the previous 
year. Most of this decrease was due to the 
conversion of the major health insurance 
co-operative in British Columbia to a private 
company. 


Since the mid-1970s, housing co-operatives 
have experienced a significant expansion. In 
1997, the 2 054 housing co-operatives 
reporting had combined assets of nearly 
$5.7 billion and over 113 000 members. 
There is also other types of co-operatives that 
are involved in the housing activities. In 1997, 
52 of them reported to the survey. Most of 
them are co-operative housing resource 
groups that are involved with development of 
emerging housing co-operatives. Equity 
housing co-operatives are involved with the 
management of common. assets. 
(See Appendix E.) 


There are two major types of child care 
co-operatives: day care and nursery school 
co-operatives. Day care co-operatives are 
formed by working parents to provide daytime 
care for their children while they work. 
Nursery schools are formed with the 
emphasis on education and social interaction, 
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and also provide parents with time for other 
pursuits. Child care co-operatives are found 
in. greatest numbers in Ontario, 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. In 1997, there 
were 427 day care and nursery school 
co-operatives reporting revenues of nearly 
$49.9 million and over 29,400 members. 


Health care co-operatives play an important 
part in the lives of a number of communities 
across Canada. A report entitled 
“Co-op/Consumer Sponsored Health Care 
Delivery Effectiveness” found that this type of 
health care delivery offers significant 
economic and other advantages. Thereisa 
role for health care co-operatives in helping to 
maintain the quality of our health care system 
while still assuring fiscal responsibility. 


In 1997, we find 37 health care co-operatives 
reporting to the survey and nearly 

24 000 members, assets of $26.2 million and 
revenues of $60.0 million, the marked 
decrease in members, assets and revenues 
over last year is due to the conversion of the 
major health insurance co-operative in British 
Columbia to a private company. 


Community development co-operatives 
foster local-level leadership skills and full 
grassroots participation in innovation and 
solving socio-economic. problems. 
Community development co-operatives are 
found throughout Canada, but the majority 


re located in Saskatchewan. In 1997, the 


212 development co-operatives reportinghad 
12 027 members, assets of $20.8 million and 
revenues of $14.9 million. 


Funeral or burial co-operatives find their 
greatest strength in Quebec, though they 
have made some in-roads in the Maritimes. 
In 1997, the 51 funeral co-operatives 
reporting had assets of $51.6 million and 
more than 136 000 members. 


Water supplying co-operatives are found 
mainly in Alberta, Quebec and Manitoba and 
169 of them responded to the survey in 1997. 
Natural gas and rural electric co-operatives 
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are found almost exclusively in Alberta. 
There were 210 such co-operatives reporting 
to the survey in 1997 with over 119,000 
members, assets of $473.5 million and 
revenues of over $132.9 million. 


Although recreational co-operatives are 
found in most provinces, they are most 
popular in the West, particularly in 
Saskatchewan. In 1997, the 288 recreational 
co-operatives reporting were engaged in 
various activities, including the management 
of community centres, skating and curling 
rinks, golf courses, campgrounds and 
swimming pools. 


Transportation and communication 
co-operatives, though small in number, are 
found throughout Canada. (For other service 
co-operatives, see Appendix C.) 


WORKERS’ CO-OPERATIVES 


During the 1980s, workers’ co-operatives 
became more and more common and well 
established in Canada, especially in Quebec. 
In 1997 there were 247 workers’ 
co-operatives reporting with a total of 

15 867 members. They reported a combined 
volume of business of over $570 million and 
assets of $310 million. They also employed 
6 539 persons, with over 93 per cent working 
full-time. These co-operatives operate ina 
wide variety of fields, as the following 
examples show. 


Founded in 1960, the Coopérative Laterriére 
is the largest forestry co-operative in Quebec 
and also the largest workers’ co-operative in 
Canada with a volume of business of nearly 
$77.6 million in 1997. In fact, this 
co-operative is the first worker co-operative to 
be listed in the Top 50 co-operatives in 
Canada. Among other things, it operates a 
sawmill and tree nursery, and exports part of 
its production, primarily to England. It is 
owned by its 910 members and employs a 
total of 350 full-time workers. 


In 1997, forestry co-operatives accounted for 
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69 per cent of the overall volume of business 
of workers’ co-operatives in Canada, that is, 
a total of $394.6 million. (See Appendix D.) 


The Coop des inséminateurs du Québec, with 
a volume of business of over $22 million in 
1997, generates the most revenues of 
non-forestry workers’ co-operatives in 
Canada. 


In recent years, a new type of workers’ 
co-operative has been developed in Québec 
where 66 are active. This new type of 
co-operative is known as 
worker/shareholder co-operative. Usually, 
these co-operatives are created when a 
business is seeking new capital and ask the 
employees to invest in the business. Then, 
the employees form a co-operative and buy 
shares of the business. A good example of 
worker/shareholder co-operative is the Coop 
des travailleurs miniers JM in Asbestos, 
Québec. This co-operative which has 893 
members, hold shares of the business that 
employed its members. 


These co-operatives are examples of people 
employing themselves in a_ productive 
manner. The rapidly rising interest in 
workers’ co-operatives reflects the 
tremendous need for jobs and the increasing 
interest of better educated and more 
politically conscious people to have more 
control over their jobs and, consequently, 


- their lives and communities. 


A new type of co-operative is gaining in 
popularity, the multi-stakeholder 
co-operative or solidarity co-operative in 
Quebec. In these co-operatives, the 
membership is made of different categories of 
partners; users of the services, employees, 
community organization. Almost non existent 
a couple of years ago, there was, in 1997 
more than 15 multi-stakeholder co-operatives 
mostly in Quebec. They are providing mainly 
homecare services to seniors and people with 
minor health conditions. Their growth 
continues in 1998 with the formation of 40 
new co-operatives. 


CREDIT UNIONS AND 
CAISSES POPULAIRES 


Credit unions and caisses populaires can 
be found in all provinces and territories 
across Canada. In 1997, they reported 
assets of 107 billion, a rise of 3 per cent 
compared with 1996. Québec accounts for 
over 50 per cent of the total. For more details 
about ca/isses populaires and credit unions 
statistics, see appendices G and H. 


For additional data, see the attached tables, 
figures and appendices. You may also 
contact the Co-operatives Secretariat (see 
title page) for all other questions regarding 
these statistics. 
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